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What is Resource Description and Access (RDA) and How Will It Impact 
Our Libraries? 
Current Status of RDA
• The implementation of RDA will begin no 
earlier than January 1, 2013
• Text of RDA needs revision
• RDA Toolkit navigation needs improvement
AACR2: Pt. 1: Description
• 1: General rules for description
• 2: Description of books, etc.
• 3: Description of cartographic materials
• 5: Description of sound recordings
• 7: Description of motion pictures and
videorecordings
• 9: Description of electronic resources
• 12: Description of continuing resources
AACR2: Pt. 2: Access
• 21: Choice of Access Points
• 22: Headings for Persons
• 23: Geographic Names
• 24: Headings for Corporate Bodies
• 25: Uniform Titles
• 26: References
RDA: Resource Description
and Access
• Better for cataloging electronic resources and 
media
• Based on FRBR and FRAD conceptual models
• RDA Toolkit
• RDA Vocabularies
http://rdvocab.info/
Official Report and Recommendations
• http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/rda/
Executive Summary:
• http://www.nlm.nih.gov/tsd/cataloging/RDA_rep
ort_executive_summary.pdf
Cover statement:
• http://www.nlm.nih.gov/tsd/cataloging/RDA_Exe
cutives_statement.pdf
Full Report:
• http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-
future/rda/source/rdatesting-finalreport-
20june2011.pdf
